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What associations do you 
make with objects?

What assumptions or 
perceptions do you bring 
to objects with “sexual” 
associations?O
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https://wellcomelibrary.org/item/b16756174#


How are “sex” and 
“desire” related? What 
might this relationship 
provide the historian 
a n d / o r a r c h i v i s t 
interested in “sexual” 
or “desire”-oriented 
ephemera?
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https://wellcomecollection.org/works/e4squ8ca


How might we 
approach authors’ 
or creators’ desires 
of objects?

Can we acknowledge 
and reflect upon our 

own desires when 
working with these 

objects?
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You will need 
something old and 
something new; 
explore each 
component.
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What is its function 
and how does it 

achieve it?

Male anti-masturbation 
device. Wellcome Collection.

Vibrating Cock Ring. Lovehoney.co.uk.
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might be associated 
with physical and 
psychological 
encounters with 
these objects?

How are the 
components 

orientated within 
and between the 

objects? 



Attend

Is desire stable? 
 

Can desire transform historical 
artefacts into dynamic objects that help 

us conceive of new ways of using and 
designing objects in the present? 

 
How/why might this be useful for 

thinking about objects still being made 
and remade in the present?  

 
 

How might this present challenges for 
understanding objects that exist solely 

in historical context/are no longer in 
circulation?



These micro guides are based on 
workshops designed and delivered for 
the Thinking Through Things project. 

We are asking how thinking and feeling 
‘through things’ can generate new 
understandings of health and wellbeing. 

What other things will you think 
through?

Male anti-masturbation 
device. Wellcome Collection.
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